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CLEVERcosmetics

Good as gold
Between the noxious chemicals and harsh preservatives too often
used in the cosmetics industry, a Gold Coast-based company is
taking it in its own hands to create a product that’s all natural with

a uniquely Australian twist. Marissa Lynch reports

Mark Power and Allanah Lindsay have developed an organic lip balm in a shell

Diana Perrow soothes her lips with a new, all-natural lip balm

THEY’RE cute, clever, environmentally
friendly and all natural.

It’s a long list of credentials for
something so small – an ingenious little lip
gloss developed right here on the Gold
Coast, by Gold Coasters.

The team that is Organic Island consists
of Mark Power and Allanah Lindsay.

They were once-upon-a-time a pair of
Bond University students who loved
discussing crazy business ventures.

‘‘We just loved throwing ideas around,’’
Mark says, and Allanah whole-
heartedly agrees.

‘‘We just used to sit around and the boys
would call it jamming sessions or

something. We’d throw so many ideas
around the table, it was great,’’ she says.

But it wasn’t just this that was a common
thread between the pair.

‘‘We both ate organic and we had that in
common, as well as doing a lot of exercise
and just living healthy,’’ Mark says.

Years down the track, the pair began
brainstorming products they could create
that fitted in with their healthy and organic
philosophies, but they also wanted
something they thought would epitomise
the Australian lifestyle.

What they came up with was their
signature sea shell-cased, all-natural
lip balm.

An ocean of ideas

SO far, Mark and Allanah say the
response towards the shell lip balms has
been almost overwhelming.

‘‘We took it to a handful of retailers and
they were really excited about it, so we’ve
had a fabulous response,’’ says Mark .

Allanah says they already have a number
of overseas buyers.

‘‘We’re in Fiji now at some of the
resorts,’’ says Allanah.

‘‘Within one to three months we’ll be in
Dubai and South-East Asia, and last week
we were featured at Austrade in New
Zealand where they picked 12 new
Australian cosmetic manufacturers to be
exhibited,’’ she says.

With a great reply from retailers selling
their lip balms, Mark and Allanah are
planning on extending their organic range
to include other organic and natural
beauty products.

‘‘We’re expanding the range in a couple
of weeks – we’ve got shampoos, scrubs,
moisturisers, masks and even products for
babies and mums,’’ says Allanah.

Obviously the new products will need a
bigger space to fit them than their sea shells,
so they’re still looking for the perfect and
environmentally friendly packaging to keep
with the theme.

‘‘We’re still working on that part,’’
says Allanah.

Though without a doubt, if anyone will
think up an idea, it will be the Organic
Island team.

Au naturale

MARK and Allanah’s desire to
have everything organic and natural in
their lives has also extended into their
cosmetics range.

Mark says they knew from the
beginning they didn’t want their little
Aussie icon to contain any harsh
preservatives or chemicals.

‘‘We actually sat down and spoke to a
former L’Oreal marketing executive and
asked her, ‘Well what’s in this?’

‘‘There were so many chemicals that
were just not good for you,’’ he says.

Allanah says they spent months working
with their cosmetic manufacturer to get
their blend of solely organic and natural
products right for their lip balm.

‘‘We were looking for different options
and weren’t too concerned about how it
looked or being sparkling and pink – we just
wanted it all natural,’’ she says.

‘‘We had about 20 or more samples, it
took so long to get the combination right.

‘‘For example, if it was going to be in
someone’s bag on the beach, we wanted it
so it wasn’t too glossy and it wouldn’t melt,’’
she says.

The only preservative the product uses is
natural vitamin E – it’s more expensive to
use than conventional preservatives that are
normally made from chemicals, but it still
has a shelf life around the same time frame
as those with chemicals in them.

But the Organic Island story doesn’t
end there.

Already the entrepreneurial pair are
looking at ways to expand their business.

Shells belles

ENCLOSED in gorgeous sea shells and
fastened with a shiny gold clip, these lips
balms aren’t just good for your lips, they are
hot accessories as well.

Mark says one of the best things about
using the shells is they do away with non-
biodegradable plastic packaging.

‘‘We’ve got lots of support from
government and environmental groups –
they think it’s a really good idea.’’

Shells, on the other hand, will break
down easily once put back into
the environment.

‘‘Instead of using plastics and chemicals
that are not recyclable and put carbon
emissions into the air, we’re using the shells
instead,’’ he says.

‘‘Billions of tonnes of shells are washed
up every year in places around the world.

‘‘We thought using a commodity that
would just be destroyed otherwise was a
really good idea.

‘‘The shells are just from, well it’s just
like a big rubbish tip.

‘‘For example, after the tsunami in Sri
Lanka there was about a billion shells that
were washed up that would just have been
built over.’’

Basically, the shells are never removed
from the ocean environment where they
would be used by sea creatures.

‘‘It’s the most easily recyclable method
we came across,’’ Mark says.

Allanah says they get the shells from
wholesalers, mainly in South-East Asia.

However, the clever shell packaging isn’t
the only thing Organic Island has got going
for it.


